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A Field Report From the Area With a
High Concentration of Foreign Residents
Under the COVID-19 Pandemic:

A Supporter’s View of the Challenges of Living Together

ITO Kiy()e NPO Torcida

Key Words: COVID-19 pandemic, an area with a high concentration of foreign

residents, collaboration

Since the WHO'’s pandemic declaration in March 2020, COVID-19 has had a huge impact
on our daily lives. Non-regular workers have fallen into poverty as they face termination of
their employment contract or a cut in their working hours. In Homi-danchi (Homi housing
complex), where a majority of residents are foreigners, NPOs and neighborhood associations
are involved in locality-based collaborative activities whose purpose is to provide support
to foreigners and to facilitate exchanges between Japanese and foreign residents. However,
due to language barriers and differences in life style, anxiety about infection has grown
among Japanese residents and the distance between Japanese and foreign residents is now
far greater than before. As a result, discriminatory attitudes toward and prejudices against
foreigners have surfaced in some instances, reflecting the unconscious bias held by Japanese
members of neighborhood associations. COVID-19 has thus brought a new division into the

area where many foreigners reside.
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