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“World Uchinanchu” and Transnatinal
Networks:

Focusing on the Policies of Okinawa Prefecture

FUJINAMI Kai

Kanto Gakuin University

Key Words: local government policy, diaspora, transnational networks

Okinawa has historically produced a large number of migrants, who have formed
communities across the world. It is noteworthy that the Okinawa Prefectural Government
is currently implementing various projects to strengthen transnational connections with
these emigrants. What exactly does the prefectural government hope to achieve by building
transnational networks, after almost 50 years since the end of the collective emigration
initiative in Okinawa, is the question that needs to be asked.

In this paper, I argue that these projects aim to help Okinawa overcome its marginal
position in Japanese society. Furthermore, I argue that these networks have led to the
formation of transnational social movements opposing the presence of U.S. military bases in

Okinawa.



