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In March 2020, the Japanese government conducted its first survey on the status of
compulsory school attendance by school-age children of non-Japanese parents. The survey
revealed that about one in five non-Japanese children is not attending school. This is a
situation similar to that of children living in sub-Saharan Africa, the region with the least
access to primary education in the world.

This paper discusses what the government must do to protect the right to education of
children of non-Japanese residents. The present paper also points out that even the health of
those children is under the threat in times of emergency such as the COVID-19 pandemic,
and discusses measures to be taken at early stages. Such vulnerability of those children is
related to the fact that ethnic and international schools are not legally recognized in Japan. In
other words, reducing the number of non-Japanese children who are not enrolled in Japanese
schools, is not only a way of protecting children’s right to education, but is directly linked to
protecting their lives.

As a developed country, there are more actions that Japanese local governments and
schools can take to truly achieve SDG 4. In order to ensure that children of non-Japanese can
attend school, it is essential for local governments to make provisions. At the school level,
working together with mother tongue supporters to nurture children’s mother tongues will

enrich each child’s life and also enrich Japanese society as a whole.
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