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ZAI - D7D ORERIRINK ] ZRELA, T2 TREBER BR) %= [FHNEAM] &R
LCTWwWh, ZOXEOHIIE [HHNEAM ] GHEAMOZ AN - 4D 720 ORENKIEE, 2021 4
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Migrant Health For Foreign Nationals
in the Multicultural Society of Japan:

Human Rights and Minority Health

LEE Setsuko
University of Nagasaki, Siebold

Key Words: migrant health, vital statistics of foreign nationals in Japan, right to health

The purpose of this study is to shed light on trends in live births and deaths to foreign
nationals in Japan by using official statistics in order to provide basic data for developing
health care and social welfare policies for foreign residents. An analysis of official data shows
that for Koreans, the total number of deaths and the proportion of the elderly have been
increasing. Since 1955, infant deaths and tuberculosis have rapidly decreased and have been
replaced by so-called lifestyle related diseases such as cancer, heart diseases and pneumonia.
Data for Koreans therefore reveal a pattern similar to data on Japanese nationals. Such
trends suggest the need for elderly welfare services that take into account cultural, linguistic
and social background.

The analysis also indicates a notable trend in live births. Since 1987, the number of live
births to Japanese mothers and fathers has been decreasing, whereas the number of live
births by foreign national parents has risen. The total number of live births from foreign
national parents between 1987 and 2020 amounted to 1,077,589. These results show a
growing need for reproductive health care for foreign residents. Female foreign residents
are more likely to be in the high-risk group than Japanese women due to many barriers
such as linguistic, systemic and psychological barriers. Health care providers must take into
account these social and demographic changes and respond to them. In order to ensure the
rights of health enjoyed by everyone in Japan and to achieve Goal 3 of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, there should be more efforts to reduce those barriers, such as by

promoting multicultural understanding.
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