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In the debate on the citizenship rights of migrants and foreigners, we have paid little
attention to the questions regarding irregular migrants. The idea that the fact of irregular
migrants residing in its own territory endangers the jurisdiction and the sovereign rights
of state is still dominant. Hence, no one could expect any remedy for the improvement of
irregular migrants’ access to the citizenship rights at international level. In the context of
the difficulty in mobilizing the irregular migrants, we have to shed light on the roles and the
activities of civil society actors.

This article seeks to explain the dynamic interactions between the central (federal)
government, regional governments and civil society actors regarding the irregular migrants’
access to social rights and to elucidate the problems in improving their access to fundamental

rights, on the basis of the continual field research conducted since 2010 in Germany.

144 Migration Policy Review 2019 Vol. 11



