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Living in ‘Illegality’:
What Makes It Possible for Irregular Migrants to Live in
Japan?

KATO Jotaro

Waseda University

Key Words: irregular migrants, needs in labor market, production of “illegality”

This paper aims to explore the issues of irregular migrants in Japan. What makes it
possible for irregular migrants to live in Japan? To implement this research, qualitative
research methods including participant observation and interview have been employed. This
paper argues that many irregular migrants are able to sustain their “illegality” and continue
to live in Japan because of Japanese labor market needs, the social capital these irregular
migrants possess and the presence of a migration industry that enables them to work. Some
irregular migrants seek to legalize themselves by seeking refugee recognition procedure.

However, this endeavor, in most cases, is not effective for them to escape from “illegality”.
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