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Thinking about Accepting Multiple
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The bashing of multiple nationality holders increased in Japan, starting from the “dual
nationality issue” of Councilor Lien-Fang in 2016. Consequently, multiple nationality holders
suffer from discriminatory behavior not only on the Web but also in their daily life. This
paper clarifies the social background in which no understanding of and attacks on multiple
nationality holders (or on the dual nationality system) occurred.

After World War II, holding multiple nationalities in Japan rarely caused a social problem.
In recent years, many countries adopted a dual nationality system and acknowledged the
existence of multiple nationality holders. Since the amendment of the Nationality Law in
1984, Japan obliges multiple nationality holders to select a sole nationality between the ages
of 20 and 22. However, this system had no penalty, and there was no control. In other words,
maintaining multiple nationalities was socially accepted and not considered a social problem.

However, since Councilor Lien-Fang’s “dual nationality issue,” holding multiple nationalities
is regarded as illegal in Japanese society. There has since been a tendency to bash multiple
nationality holders. In this paper, we will clarify the social background of such exclusion
regarding Hashimoto's (2018) discussion of the “New class society.” This paper will argue
that a logical difference exists between the old-fashioned right wing and the left wing.
Simultaneously, we insist that recent geopolitical problems are strengthening the unification
of nationality. We then conclude that the future requires: (1) a correct understanding of the
current nationality law, (2) a comparison of the nationality system of the other countries, and

(3) fostering social awareness in Japanese society.
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