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Japan's immigration policy began with the start of the immigration control administration
after the war. The Immigration Bureau in charge played a major role in taking counter-
measures against stowaways coming over to Japan from the Korean peninsula and took part
in solving the issue of legal status of Korean residents in Japan. In the meantime boat people
who had continued to arrive in Japan from Vietnam since their first arrival in 1975 made
the government drastically switch its policy from not admitting refugees to allowing them
to land and reside in Japan. At last Japan became party to the International Covenants on
Human Rights and the Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees. After that there was
a lot of argument on the issue of foreign workers including foreign nationals of Japanese
descent, trainees, technical intern trainees, etc. Then the revised Immigration Control Law
was enforced. The government publicly says that Japan does not accept foreign workers for
“so-called unskilled labor”, but welcomes foreign nationals in the professional and technical
fields. However the realities are different from the official position.

The current administration is carrying out wide-ranging policies such as introducing
immigration preferential treatment, utilizing the national strategy special zones etc. to
implement the “Growth Strategy”. However the government refuses to recognize that Japan
is statistically a de facto immigrant country. So far it has not formulated comprehensive
policy for receiving foreigners even though it is highly probable that not a few foreign
residents in Japan will become immigrants in the future. 70 to 80 percent of foreign nationals
coming into or residing in Japan are Asian people. We would be advised to pay more
attention to this fact, looking back on history. We are also asked to develop imaginative
powers in making up a society of exchange and coexistence where different people including

those Asians meet and live together.
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