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Established in 1947, Night Junior High Schools (yakan chtgakko) in Japan have
accepted diverse students who do not have a diploma for compulsory junior high school
education. These schools, however, have faced difficulties for a long time due to the lack
of understanding and support from the central government. The National Research
Network on Night Junior High School (zenkoku yakan chugakko kenkytkai), organized in
1954, has for many years worked toward relevant legislation and submitted petitions to
the government. In 2003, the network filed a petition for human rights remedies with the
Japan Federation of Bar Associations (JFBA), with the aim of opening public night junior
high schools throughout the country. Although the JFBA submitted an opinion to the
government with a report on survey results, the anticipated establishment of additional night
junior highs did not follow. The research network then shifted its goal to lawmaker-initiated
legislation. In December 2016, the Act to Guarantee Access to Supplementary Learning (for
the purpose of guaranteeing equal educational opportunity for general education equivalent
to the compulsory education level) was finally enacted. In working for lawmaker-initiated
legislation, the research network attached great importance to hearing the voices of those
who were unable to complete compulsory education. This approach turned out to be highly
effective in changing the attitudes of Diet members and deepening their understanding of
this subject. Now the parties concerned must take proactive measures in order to further
develop this policy area, in accordance with the supplementary provision in the law “to
review the progress within three years after it comes into effect and to take any necessary

measures.”
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