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The Colonial Thought of Modern Japan
and National Minorities:

The Case of Ethnic Ainu Discrimination
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This paper aims to clarify how the colonial thought of Inazo Nitobe and Tadao Yanaihara
related to the ethnic Ainu discrimination regarding Japanese modernization.

Nitobe and Yanaihara were much discussed in relation to pre-World War II overseas
colonization. But there is little systematic research on their thoughts and Japan's internal
colonization. Nitobe, for one, did not accept the idea of internal colonization.

According to Kymlicka, the word ‘national minority’ refers to people who had already
developed their societal culture at the time of the building of their nation state. This includes
the Welsh and Scottish in the United Kingdom. In Japan it included the Ainu and Okinawa
peoples who by the time of the Meiji Restoration (1868) had already developed their original
lifestyles.

We have quite few research on the relation between the internal colonization of Japan and

thoughts of Nitobe and Yanaihara. This paper focuses on that point.
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