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Across the globe 10-15% of all migrants are undocumented. In Japan, there are currently
63,492 “illegal residents” according to the figures released by the Ministry of Justice/
Immigration Bureau on July 1st 2016. The problem of undocumented individuals will
not be solved by merely criminalizing them. There are three processes through which
undocumented residents can be legalized: “General Amnesty”, “Special Permission” and
“Special Amnesty”. In Japan the procedure of “Special Permission” may be implemented by
the Minister of Justice in order to legalize undocumented residents.

APFS has worked with undocumented residents to overcome the restrictions on foreign
families and the seeming dead end of the deportation order. Through our endeavors
undocumented foreign families who were already issued with a deportation order have
had a new possibility open up to them through special permission for residence. Between
August 2015 to January 2016 APES engaged in a campaign of a 100 days action to nurture
the dreams of undocumented children. Through this program we have witnessed the
development of these children, and have been able to deliver their voices to wider society,
but APFS continues to struggle with the frequent separation of parent and child. This is
the fact that some undocumented children are compelled to decide whether to “return” with
their parents to their country of origin or take up a future in Japan. Family should not be
separated in this arbitrary manner and rather we need a humanitarian approach which

protects family unity.
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