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“Choson School”’(Korean Ethnic School)
in “North Korea Phobia”:

What Causes Racist Hate Speech against “Zainichi Koreans”

YAMAMOTO Kaori

Aichi Prefectural University
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program

This paper examines the root causes of racist hate speech against Zainichi Koreans or
Korean residents in Japan. In June of 2016, Anti-hate speech law has started in Japan and
this has been somehow effective to stop the racist demonstrations against Zainichi Koreans
organized by right-wing movements or groups, but the main interest by the author is what
causes the racist hate speech in Japan.

The author takes up a phenomenon called “North Korea Phobia” by Ryuta Itagaki (2012).
“North Korea Phobia” is accompanied by images of abductions of Japanese citizens by the
DPRK government in 1970s or 1980s, nuclear experiments or missile experiments by the
DPRK. For most of the Japanese, “North Korea” is something to be feared and at the same
time it is a nation to be laughed at which is difficult to understand.

Being “North Korea Phobia” spread and supported in Japanese society, Japanese
government treats Choson schools discriminatory without any hesitation. As an example, the
author takes up the “high school tuition free program” issue, that is Japanese government
exclude only Choson high school because of the diplomatic and political issues between the
DPRK and Japan. Most of people in Japan do not take this discriminatory treatment as
“discrimination” because they think Choson school needs to cut the relationship with the
DPRK which is considered as “a state of evil.”

In this paper, the author emphasizes that “Choson School issues” are closely related to

Hate Speech issues.
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