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of International Law

Within the definition of refugees enshrined in the 1951 Refugee Convention, the concept
of the ‘membership of a particular social group’ (MPSG) has been known as one of the most
ambiguous notions. This article will systematically interpret the concept in accordance with
the general rule of interpretation set forth in the article 31 and the supplementary means of
interpretation in article 32 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties. In particular,
it will scrutinise the recommendation of the Council of Europe and the directive of the
European Union in this regard. The article will also provide overview of the other materials
useful for interpreting the MPSG, such as case laws and guidelines issued by UNHCR. In
light of such analyses, the article will examine the way in which the MPSG concept has
been interpreted by the Government of Japan and the Japanese courts. The ultimate
goal of this article is to present a model for a systematic way of interpretation of various
concepts included in the 1951 Refugee Convention, according to the rules and principles of

international law.
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