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The 1951 Geneva Convention has long been the primary instrument of international
protection of refugees, and it has seemed as a standard and common sense for most of the
countries. It also needs to be recognized that human rights treaties seem to have played a
role as a catalyst for the development of the Geneva Convention through legal interpretation.
Thus the first purpose of the paper is to articulate the details.

While the right of asylum under international law had been understood as a right of
states traditionally, the character has been changed gradually into a human right, since
the beginning of the 21st century. However the idea and the legal system have never
established in Japan yet. The second purpose of the paper is to discuss the issue critically

by mentioning comparative case studies of other countries.
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