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The Syrian conflict has been going on for five years, killing 250,000 people, producing
8 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) and 4.4 million refugees. During 2015 over
one million refugees and economic migrants crossed the Mediterranean Sea to reach the
shores of the European countries, during which some 2800 people drowned. It is the worst
humanitarian crisis since the World War II. On the other hand, the massive influx of
refugees and migrants caused serious political divisions among the EU member states. The
terrorist attacks in Paris and Brussels unleashed strong anti-refugee movements. The Global
Refugee Regime is facing serious threats. This article reviews the causes, consequences and
responses of the international society in respect of refugees and IDPs from the perspective
of Global Public Goods. The article also addresses the issue of Japan's refugee policy

identifying its unique profile and underlying forces.
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