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Process of Inclusion and Exclusion in
the Youth of Nikkei-Brazilian:

In an Area with Moderate Concentration of Foreigners
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I am going to explore what kind of difficulties young Nikkei Brazilians have in their
lifelong course, focusing on a viewpoint of immigrant’s integration. In spite of the fact that
this point is crucial for immigration policy, only a little examination has been done yet in this
field. Before the Lehman Shock, the rate of Nikkei-Brazilian students who go into higher
education was in the lowest level in the whole immigrants. However, the rate has been
improved after the financial crisis. Why has this ratio been improved after the Lehman
Shock and also how have these young people without high school qualification survived? To
explore the questions, I had some interviews with about 20 young persons in X area with
moderate concentration of foreigners in Nagano prefecture and analyzed their interviews, by
combining immigrant studies with those on young people.

Reasons why young Nikkei-Brazilian people recently go into further education can be
found not in the support given by the local community but in the effort of assimilation they
have done and their transformations. Still, Nikkei Brazilians often experience financial
obstacles when they think about obtaining further academic careers. Noticing that they
are in lower social class and are excluded from host society, it is quite a challenge for young
Nikkei Brazilians without high school qualification to escape from such unsecure labor

market.
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