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My motivation as a journalist to pursue the “foreign intern issues” in Japan, for which I have spent over
15 years, is now gradually declining.

Reason for this demotivation comes from my latest observation that the Chinese technical interns,
whose population seems to have reached an absolute majority among all foreign workers today, will
decrease massively before long. The phenomenon of dispatching Chinese workforce overseas, especially
into Japan, will not be visible within 10 years at the longest. There is no doubt that the issues of human
rights relief involving foreign technical interns will continue to emerge in many occasions. When it
comes to the cases involving Chinese technical interns, however, I think the number will start to decrease
from now on. In China, there seems to be another emerging social issue - labour shortage.

Thereby, I intend to shift my journalistic interests from Chinese intern issues, or a labour exportation
from China, toward an issue of "foreign labour importation into China" that is expected to arise in due

course.
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Attempt to Remove Negative Image of
Immigrants:

Asia Youth Immigrants into Japan Project

MENJU Toshihiro

Japan Center for International Exchange

Key Words: immigrants, Philippines, Takikawa

Healthy discussion on accepting immigrants into Japan has been stalled due to the persistent negative
images about immigrants among the public. They include the increase of immigrants will raise criminal
rate and take away jobs from the Japanese youth. It is therefore important to create righteous image of
immigrants based on the reality.

Accepting immigrant policy will be divided into two main measures such as “soft landing actions” and
“changing Japanese perception on immigrants.” Japan has a variety of experiences of soft landing actions
generally called “multi-cultural symbiosis (tabunkakyosei).” On the other hand Japanese experiences on
measures of “changing Japanese perception on immigrants” are quite skimpy.

Measures of “changing Japanese perception on immigrants” are three-fold. First, it is important
to spread accurate data of immigrants including criminal rate. Second, it should be emphasized that
Japanese should have accurate sense of crises due to depopulation. Third, it is hopeful for Japanese to
have clear understanding the contribution that immigrants to make to the Japanese society along with
simple labor source.

Japan Center for International Exchange (JCIE) has proposed special immigrants zone to the
governmental program called National Strategy Special Zone. JCIE’s proposal is to accept young
Filipinos to Takikawa in Hokkaido where they will work as farmers getting special visa as permanent
resident which is not admitted in the current immigration law. This proposal is expected to kindle the
discussion on immigrants in Japan which has been almost regarded as social taboo and has an impact to

change Japanese mindset on immigrants.
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