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Report on the Visit to Immigration
Removal Centre:

Raising Questions on Immigration Detention Institutions in
Japan

KOMALI Chie

Attorney at law

Key Words: immigration detention, immigration removal centre, comparison

between UK and Japan

In November 2011, attorneys at law belonging to Tokyo Bar Association and other members visited
Harmondsrowth Immigration Removal Centre close to Heathrow Airport UK, which detains one of the
biggest numbers of people in Europe. What the visiting members saw in the Centre was totally different
from what you see in Japanese immigration detention institutions. There in the Centre the visiting
members saw detainees make contact with people outside of the Centre with mobile phones and internet.
Detainees can meet visitors at a comfortable lounge without any acrylic boards and limitation of time.
Detainees can even brush up their skills at English conversation class, art class and IT training class and
enjoy playing various instruments at a music room. The medical facilities are also excellent. There
doctors treat detainees everyday and nurses stay at the Centre 24-hour a day. This report shows details
on what the visiting members saw and heard at the Immigration Removal Centre in the United Kingdom
and gives you a hint on the direction Japanese immigration detention institutions has to learn. Japanese
Immigration Bureau has to improve the way to treat detainees at least or immediately release them in

order to catch up with international standard.
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