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In July 2013, the Immigration Bureau of the Japanese Ministry of Justice chartered an airplane and
conducted a mass forced deportation of Philippine nationals. To uncover the conditions of the deportation,
this writer flew to the Philippines to speak directly with some of the deportees.

Problems with the deportation itself are as follows; the arbitrary standards for selecting those to be
sent, separation of families, absence of forewarning of deportation, no chance to contact lawyers, spouses
or guarantors, no introduction to hospitals for detainees under medical care, excessive use of handcuffs,
extravagant expenses for overstaffing of guards and officials, covert negotiations between the Japanese
and Philippine governments.

One problem after the deportations was lack of preparation for receiving the deportees, which could be
seen in the mental and physical conditions of those sent back.

These same problems exist when detainees are forcibly deported on regular flights. The deportations
may be more secretive, but excessive violence still exists. The death of a deportee in March 2010 is a case
in point.

The purpose of this mass deportation is to publicly justify the government’s course of action, including
the excessive use of force. Therefore this kind of mass deportation will surely be repeated.

In order to stop this government sponsored violence, transparency with regards to deportations and
conditions in detention centers is necessary. In addition, a system of checks of government actions by the

government needs to be established.
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