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Support to the Woman Marriage Migrants
Who Reached a New Life Stage:

Consideration on Recognition Gap between Local Volunteer
Supporters and Migrants

Sathanjuna

Nagasaki University
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One of the opportunities for female marriage migrants to get support from will be the Japanese
language lessons given by volunteer supporters. This kind of support has helped, from immediately after
their visits to Japan, the female marriage migrants, who do not have social capital, build personal relations
without which they will not be able to overcome the problems they expect to meet in their host society.
Such support, continuous and close, is achieving success.

In this paper, the writer is going to deal with the continuous relationship of those supporters managing
a Japanese language school and female marriage migrants going to the classes there.

Female marriage migrants, through the puzzlement in early years of their visit to Japan, or an
adaptation stage afterwards, go into a new life stage in which the women themselves becomes
independent. It became clear during the interview that a conflict and gap between the supporters and
woman migrants arouse in this independent stage.

Based on the close relationship with each woman migrant, a supporter in the Japanese language school
stays close to the migrants in their life course, and offers support needed. Along a woman’s life course,
support sometimes goes beyond “trouble consultation”. In this independent stage of their lives, support
goes as far as to get each woman’s empowerment demonstrated to the utmost, so that they can play an
active part in public.

However, support from the supporter, who has a strong connection with the community, is given on the
premise that the female marriage migrant stays in the place where she lives. In contrast, the idea of “moving
between several places for independence” is included in the life design of the female marriage migrant.
For this difference, both supporters and woman migrants are in trouble. Support comes to a “turning
point” in this life stage.

In this paper, the writer is going to clearly show this disagreement between a supporter and a female
marriage migrant on the life design assumed desirable. The writer also is going to break in and consider

why such a disagreement arises, being based on the viewpoints of “place” and “movement.”
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