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A Study of the ‘“Korean Diaspora”’:

Reflecting on and Groping for New Perspectives

RHA Kyung-Soo

Gakushuin Women’s College

Key Words: Korean diaspora, nationalism, identity

This article clarifies the history, the current situation, and the prospects concerning the dynamic
international migration of Korean people transcending national borders. At the same time, this article
critically examines the discourse regarding their migration and attempts to present new points of view.
The main contents of this article include four points. First, a general view of the historical background
of the international migration of Korean people in modern times focuses mainly on migration to Russia,
China, Japan, and the United States. Second, based on the main theory and its transformation related
to the phenomenon of international migration, this article reconsiders theoretically the international
migration of Korean people with diverse historical backgrounds. In particular, this article explores the
feature and the limit of the theory and the concepts of immigration, emigration, and diaspora that have
not yet been adequately considered. Third, this article analyzes the commonly observed characteristics of
the Korean diaspora from the viewpoints of the relationship to nationalism and identity transformation.
Fourth and finally, this article also attempts to reconsider the Korean diaspora that has been accepted to
date within the framework of nation or race as “transnational migrants” crossing borders within East Asia

beyond the framework of the national boundary.
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