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— The Reportage of Nippon, the Immigrant Islands
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1 published Nippon, the Immigrant Islands, a book on the present situation of immigrants in Japan, in
October 2012. This book of reportage was based on my own experiences. I inhabited three areas, those
are Homigaoka (Aichi Prefecture), Okubo (Tokyo Prefecture) and Minamiuonuma (Niigata Prefecture),
to collect various firsthand information. In Homigaoka where many Brazilians of Japanese descent live,
the human exchange between Japanese inhabitants and Brazilian inhabitants was very poor. In Okubo,
the Asian ethnic town, there was very little exchange not only between Japanese and foreign residents but
also among foreigners from different countries or regions. In Minamiuonuma, where numerous foreign
women married into farming families, it is my impression that they lead solitary lives in the closed rural
community.

But I am encouraged by the activities of some non-profits organizations that work ardently to solve
some troubles which foreign residents are facing in Japan. In addition I am heartened by immigrants,
although they were not so many yet, who tried to associate with the Japanese inhabitants in these areas. It
is an urgent and important issue for our country faced by the decrease of the population and globalization
to accept many immigrants and build the multicultural symbiotic society. The purpose of this paper
is to make researches into how we can realize it on the strength of these studies I have conducted by

participant observation.
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