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The aim of this study is to consider how Turks and Kurds responded to the “pillar” system in the
Netherlands. The Netherlands was known as the “pillarized” society. Even though the Dutch society
experienced “depillarization” in the 1960s, the “pillar” system has remained as the preexisting laws and
the Dutch immigration policy in the 1980s.

From surveying of previous articles and monographs, we can find that the Muslims including Turkish
and Moroccan immigrants founded their own Islamic schools making use of the preexisting law in the
late 1980s. However, the Kurdish organizations did not participate in the movements to establish the
schools because of the Kurdish experiences under the harsh oppression in Turkey.

At the same time, the Kurdish organizations emerged within the Kurdish community gradually in the
Netherlands as well as other European countries. The Dutch immigration policy in the 1980s opened the
way for the cultural activities by the Kurdish organizations. Compared to Germany, the Dutch government
was tolerant of their activities which show the Kurdish identity.

After the 1990s, the Dutch immigration policy was changed to the civic integration policy. However,
the Kurdish organizations continue their activities and involve the Kurds in the festivals like Newroz, the

Kurdish New Year on 21 March.
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Education of Multicultural Families in
Japan

— Focusing on Female Marriage Migrants
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This article aims at revealing the current situations in education of multicultural families, which consist
of female marriage migrants and Japanese husbands. For this purpose, the researcher interviewed 10
couples and collected qualitative data. From previous researches, languages and cultures those family
members respect and use have been found as important factors for multicultural families, since they
usually symbolize couples’ power-balance and families’ preference as a whole. Considering these views,
this study has introduced actual conditions of languages and cultures in multicultural families as an
analytical tool.

By focusing on current situations of languages and cultures, it has been found that all families could
be categorized into 3 groups. First ones are families which place great value on Japanese language and
culture (Japan-oriented family), the second ones prefer foreign mothers’ native languages and culture
(Home oriented family), and the last ones respect both languages and cultures (Bilingual/bicultural
family). Foreign mothers’ languages and cultures are fully respected in bilingual/bicultural families, so it
is possible for female marriage migrants to act on their own initiative in children’s education. On the other
hand, both mothers in Japan-oriented and home-oriented families are not able to utilize their language
and cultural capitals successfully.

However, parents from bilingual/bicultural families claim that languages and cultures other than
Japanese are often undervalued in Japanese schools and society, so they are prone to let children study

abroad or send them to ethnic schools in Japan, to create an ideal environment for children’s education.
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