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Conventions Relating to Statelessness
and Japan’s Challenges

FU, Yue

University of Tsukuba
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The purpose of this paper is to examine the significance of the 1954 Convention Relating to the Status
of Stateless Persons and the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness in the context of Japan.
To this end, firstly, specific issues regarding statelessness in Japan are addressed in relation to the meaning
of nationality. Stateless persons are more likely to fall into a situation of irregular status because they
are treated as foreigners in any country and it is difficult for them to acquire official documents to travel
abroad legally. Nevertheless, the “Resident Card” which was introduced under the amended Immigration
Control Act in 2009, is not issued to a stateless person who has no legal status in Japan. This new
system makes the irregular staying stateless persons even more invisible. Secondly, the problems with
administrative procedures that stateless persons are confronting in their civil life are analyzed. The fact
that a person who does not have an effective nationality is registered as one that has a certain nationality
is revealed. Consequently, this inaccurate registration of nationality creates impediment for stateless
persons in performing their civil life, such as registration of marriage or birth. Thirdly, issues relating
to Nationality Act are studied. For instance, Art.2 (3) of Nationality Act, which aims to grant Japanese
nationality to a child born in Japan of stateless parents, is not properly implemented, because the parents’
statelessness is not promptly recognized.

The Conventions are important instruments to guarantee the minimum rights for stateless persons
and to solve the problems relating to statelessness. However, the Conventions will be meaningless if the
statelessness is not properly recognized. The improper registration of stateless persons will also influence
the next generation’s nationality acquisition and that may cause a continuous statelessness reproduction
cycle. Hence, an accurate nationality verification system / statelessness recognition system should be
introduced to Japan. At the same time, Japan’s ratification to the two Conventions relating to statelessness
will be a significant step toward respecting the rights of stateless persons and towards combating the

statelessness issues.
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