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National Language, Nation and Immigration
policy

The making process of the citizenship test in Taiwan

Chih-Wei, Hsu

Kyoto University

key words; Citizenship Tests, Immigration-integration, National language

In this article, I re-examine the relationships among nation, national language and
immigrant integration using the case of the Citizenship Tests (CTs) in Taiwan. The CTs are tests
that immigrant-receiving countries hold to examine proficiency in the National language and
the knowledge of National values in the precedence of naturalization and permanent residency
application. Until now most studies have focused attention on CTs in the Western world.

The CTs in Taiwan, whose purpose is to encourage marriage-immigrants to study the
national language of Taiwan, was introduced in 2005. However, in this examination, I found that
the Taiwanese government does not pay any attention to the proficiency of the National language
and the knowledge of National values of immigrants and de facto makes no requirement
regarding National language and the knowledge of National values in the procedure of
naturalization. The CTs in Taiwan are not used as an instrument for immigration control as is the
case in many Western countries, but as a political measure for the regime’s own purpose.

In this article, I revealed the CTs that are not always measures for excluding the undesired
others. By introducing a non-western case, the major significance of this article is to bring a new
thinking for the study of the CTs.
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