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The Immigration Detention Visiting
Committee

Looking into the Actual Operation of the Equivalent Systems in
the United Kingdom and France

NIITSU Kumiko

The Center for D ion of Ref? and Migrants, University of Tokyo

JHE!

key words: Inspection Committee, Detention Center, Securing Transparency

English Summary: In the summer of 2010, “the detention visiting committee” system
was newly established to conduct monitoring of immigration detention centers in Japan, as an
independent third-party organization under the Ministry of Justice. This was a welcome move for
enhancing transparency in immigration detention centers. Referring to the equivalent existing
system in other States, the report reflects upon the expected role and the desirable system of this
new monitoring committee. Among various national detention inspection systems in the world,
the author had a chance to look into the systems of France and the UK in September 2011, by
interviewing the persons in charge of policy making and inspection. The author also participated
in an actual inspection session for five days in the UK. The inspection system in the UK has a
long history, while the one for France was more recently established. The British monitoring
body, called “Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Prisons for England and Wales” targets a full range
of detention centers, including immigration detention. In France, the Inspection Committee
for Immigration Centers was established very recently, in 2007. In this short report, through
introducing the findings from the interviews as much as possible, the author provides some
analysis over the issue of transparency. The author hopes that the observations on the similar
but matured systems with long history outside will contribute to the development of the newly

established “visiting” system of our country.
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