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Reflecting on the Introduction of Residence

Cards

Can Immigration Administration Play a Role in the Creation
of a Society of Exchange and Coexistence or a Symbiotic
Intercultural and Integrated Society?

MIZUKAMI Yoichiro

Japan-Korea Culture Association

key words: Control over Residence of Foreign Nationals, Society of Exchange and Coexistence,
Policy Making Process

The law for partial amendment to the Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act
and the Special Act on the Immigration Control of, Inter Alia, Those who have lost Japanese
Nationality pursuant to the Treaty of Peace with Japan (hereinafter referred to as “the amended
law”) was passed and enacted at the Diet in 2009, and promulgated on July 15, 2009. It is
expected to be enforced in July 2012. The amended law stipulates the introduction of a new
system of residence management including issuance of a Residence Card etc. Under the new
system, a residence card is issued to foreign nationals residing legally for a medium to long
term in addition to landing permission, permission for extension of the residence period,
and permission for change of status of residence etc. And implementation of the new system
of residence management includes establishment of the following provisions concerning the
conditions of revocation of status of residence. 1) Failing to register the place of residence within
90 days after newly entering or leaving a former place of residence in Japan (expect for cases
with justifiable reason), 2) Failing to continue to engage in activities as a spouse while residing in
Japan for more than 6 months (except for cases where the foreign national has justifiable reason).
We should pay attention to the fact the revocation of status of residence may lead to departure or
deportation.

A lot of other strict conditions of revocation of status of residence and deportation, and
penalties are provided for in the law. The amended law has become control - oriented thus,
because a series of measures against crimes taken in Japan after the terrorist attacks upon the
United States in 2001 has had great influence on its enactment. Meanwhile the Government
has discussed the role of foreigners in Japan’s global strategy and measures to counteract the
falling birthrate and the aging population in the Council on Regulatory Reform etc. However,
it has postponed the solving of the fundamental problems of immigration under bureaucratic
sectionalism without taking the initiative. To make matters worse, the question of control over
residence of foreign nationals peculiar to Japan’s Immigration has not been revised officially.
And Immigration Administration has strengthened its control on foreign residents without
the comprehensive measures on firm ground of accepting foreigners. The nation should accept
foreign nationals leading their life and working in Japan as full members of its society. What
is definitely wanting now is the vision of a society of exchange and coexistence or a symbiotic
intercultural and integrated society.
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