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Adaptation Process of Female Marriage
Migrants and Social Change in Rural Japan
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This paper elucidates the relationship between the adaptation process of female marriage
migrants and the changes of their families and rural communities. International marriage in rural
areas has been regarded a priori as “problematic phenomenon” It is said that marriage migrants
are victims of the system of the patriarchal stem family and economic differences between Japan
and their countries of origin. Therefore, they are seen as weak and passive, and as being under
the pressure of assimilation into Japanese society. Recently, however, some researchers have
discovered opposite cases, seeing marriage migrants as strong and individuals who can help
transform Japan into a multicultural society.

What led to this wide gap between the two images of marriage migrants? To explore this
point, this paper adopts the viewpoint of time course of development and asks why women
chose to migrate for marriage, what their incentives for cross-border marriage were, how they
negotiated their status as wife and/or mother in the family, and what kind of social networks
they build within and beyond their communities. Previous studies have examined the adaptation
process of female marriage migrants on the assumption that rural communities were stagnant
and closed societies. They also assume that marriage migrants leave behind most of their social
networks they have established in their home countries when they come to Japan.

Based on the investigations in Minami-Uonuma-shi, Niigata Prefecture, this research
demonstrates that these premises did not necessarily reflect actual socioeconomic conditions
and the changes that are giving individuals a freer way of life even in rural area. Against the
background of socioeconomic and cultural changes, marriage migrants have created new social
networks within and beyond their communities which did not previously exist. In other words,
the female marriage migrants and their children are establishing a new identity that goes beyond

nationality.
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