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A Qualitative Change of Refugee Policy in a
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The purpose of this study is to analyze a qualitative change of German refugee policy in
the context of immigration policy. Through the analyses, the following points were made clear.
Liberal German refugee policy, which came into existence based on the experience of Nazism,
was influenced by the politics of Cold War. Refugees coming from the eastern European countries
were protected generously regardless of whether they were politically persecuted or not. However
this liberal policy changed since 1970s, as the number of economic refugees increased. German
federal Government excluded these people for the reason that Germany is not an immigration
country. However, we can’t conclude that recent refugee policy became completely illiberal on
this ground. Liberal states are requested to accept refugees, because they are formed on the basis
of liberal ideas like individual freedom and equality. Therefore, German refugee protection was
improved through a new immigration law in 2004, in order to keep up liberal refugee protection.

However, this improved refugee protection tends to be affected by neo-liberal ideology.
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