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Development of Indian Communities after the
Global Economic Cirisis in Japan
From the Aspects of Transnational Business Networking

SATO Hiroaki / IGUCHI Yasushi

Japan Research Institute / Ki i Gakuin University

key words: Non-resident Indians, Indian migrants and Indian diaspora community,
Transnational business networking

The objective of this paper is to explore how Indian business networks are developing
in the word and how Indian diaspora communities are changing in Japan under the global
economic crisis. The authors 1) statistically demonstrated the effects of the crisis on migration
of Indians both in terms of flow and stock, 2) intensively made interviews with Indians in to
identify developments of Indian business networking and local communities in Japan. Findings
are as follows; Indian inhabitants are only 20thousand and growing especially in and around
Tokyo, while Chinese are 600 thousand and Brazilian are 250 thousand. They consist of long-
term residents; workers with status of residence “technology” and “skilled labor™ as well as their
families and business travelers. There are diversified businesses of trading, maintaining the
system of financial institutions, environmental protection and venture business. Under such
circumstances, 1) there are more and more Indians moving between India and Japan, 2) Indian
communities are so flexible and diversified in comparison with those of Brazilians or those of
Europeans. In order to make use of complementarities between Japan and India, it is important

to collaborate with Indian business communities and strengthen human resources development.
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