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More and more skilled foreign workers have settled in Japan. However, little is known
about how they arrive in Japan and what kinds of experiences they have in the process of settling
in Japan. This paper focuses on the Chinese cooks who came with the visa status of “skilled
workers” By examining their social network formation and educational strategies in the course
of international migration, the paper aims to make suggestions about how to improve skilled
migrant workers’ working environment in Japan. This paper shows that the first group of cooks
who arrived 20 years ago after the revision of Immigrant Control Act mostly came through
their contacts with the old overseas Chinese community in Japan. Five or six years ago, Chinese
cooks started to arrive with the sponsorship of the Chinese cooks who migrated earlier. Such a
change of migration channels indicates that Chinese cooks have formed stratified and complex
social networks. Newly arrived Chinese cooks use such networks to open their own restaurants
and to establish themselves in Japanese society. But, there is a price for their success. Before they
establish themselves, they tend to leave their children behind in China. When they are able to
bring their children to Japan, they usually enroll these children into Japanese public schools as
transfer students. Because of their inadequate Japanese ability the children of these Chinese cooks
face huge difficulty in school. Many of them fail to advance to high school. Among those who
succeed in entering highly, most enter part-time or correspondence high schools. These children
become marginal in Japanese society immediately after they leave school, having no credentials
for formal employment. This paper suggests that in order to enhance immigrant children’s
academic ability, it is imperative for the school to obtain the cooperation of the family. To realize
this goal, the school needs to involve particularly the mother in children’s school education and

make it obligatory for the mother to receive Japanese language education.
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