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Consideration on the Relationship between
Local Foreign Residents’ Diverse Backgrounds
and their Japanese Language Proficiency
“Who” Needs to Learn Japanese the Most?

ANDO Yoshiko

Yamanashi Prefectural University

key words: Japanese language proficiency, diversification, backgrounds

Local foreign residents are diverse in their origins, occupations, length of their stay, and
living conditions. Meanwhile, Japanese language proficiency of the local foreign residents, whose
stay in Japan has prolonged, is also diversifying gradually.

In this paper, the relationship between local foreign residents’ diverse backgrounds and their
Japanese language proficiency were examined, based on the primary data cited from “Actual
Condition Survey on Local Foreign Residents” conducted in Kofu city. The result as a whole
shows the Japanese language proficiency improve as their stay is prolonged. However, it became
clear that their Japanese language proficiency was not uniform when the local residents’ groups

were classified by various backgrounds.
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