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Students
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In 2008, the Plan for 300,000 International Students was formulated. By positioning
international students as high-level foreign human resources, the Plan clarifies its policy objective
to promote the employment of them in Japanese society, which will eventually lead them to settle
down in Japan.

With the above mentioned situation in the background, this paper deals with the current
situation and processual challenges of the employment of international students based on my
experience of consulting with them. In recent years, there are quite a few international students
who wish to work in Japan after graduation and the number is increasing; however, the success
rate of the employment remains to be around 50%. My research result and my consulting
experience reveal the severe situation that international students face challenges unique to
them but have not receive enough support in the process of job hunting in a culturally and
conventionally different environment.

In the near future when Japanese society further promotes the employment and settlement
of international students, it will be necessary to reconfirm the intrinsic significance of receiving
international students, aside from securement of the workforce and the immigrant policy, in the
first place. On that basis, then, it will become significant to arrange the corporate and community
environments to have international students as well as to put emphasis on their individual career

planning, so that they will be able to settle down in Japanese society, successfully.
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