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The situation surrounding refugees in Japan have changed a lot in these 10 years. There
are; 1. Increased numbers of asylum application (from 30s in the beginning of 1990’ raised up to
1,599 in 2008) and countries of origins become more diverse), 2. First amendment of Immigration
Control and Refugee Recognition Act in 2004, 3. Emerging of the Civil Society.

These changes has driven not only by refugees and Immigration Control Bureau of
Ministry of Justice which decides their claim but also by various actors such as judiciary to review
the government decision, legislature to amend the law, UNHCR to monitor the government’s
implementation of the refugee convention, and Civil Society including NGOs, NPOs and
individuals. In this paper, these changes would be discussed from the viewpoint of NGO by

introducing the actors and its activities.
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