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This article analyzes educational policy as it applies to the school-based education of
children of foreigners resident in Japan. It also discusses issues that might affect future policy
making.

First, I focused on the educational policies of the Ministry of Education, Science, and

Culture, and identified the five following characteristics:
(1) Educational policy in this area was a makeshift response to demands that arose from the
classroom; (2) These policies simply followed and maintained the strong structure of national
education put in place to deal with Japanese children living abroad, with Japanese students returning
from overseas, and with Japanese families returning form China; (3) Education policy enforced a
two-track system, with one set of policies for children of Korean residents of long standing and
another set for children of newly immigrated residents. (4) Local government policy differences
are increasing; (5) Although international law is supposed to form the basis for immigration in
Japan, Japanese domestic law and international law differ with regard to security issues. In terms of
educational policy, government attempts at integrating these two different legal traditions have been
insufficient.

Given the analysis of current conditions presented above, before we attempt to create
future education policy, we must discuss several essential points. First, we must clarify the status of
the education provided by foreign schools in Japan. Also, we must decide whether the education
of children of foreign residents should conform to Japan’s compulsory education law. Compulsory
school education for foreigners’ children is a necessity but we need to explore how to allow for
parental choice and how to bear the cost of increased compulsory education.

Second, we need concrete policies that will secure a legitimate education for the children
of foreigners. Substantive examples include securing education for pre-school aged foreign children,
clarifying public school policy regarding the admission of foreign children to regular Japanese public
schools, enriching education in Japanese as a second language for non-native speaking children,
enrolling currently unenrolled students, and securing a high school education for foreign students
once they graduate from middle school.

Finally, as for the education of the children of foreign residents, I have argued that we
should seek to redefine and transform national education. Rather than continuing to mold Japanese
patriots, we need to transform education to create “citizens” for a new Japanese society. When we
take these factors into consideration, we can see this as enriching the content of national education

rather than dismantling it.
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