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The aim of this paper is to give an overview of the undertakings toward the formation of a
multicultural society both at local and national levels in Japan and to present the social integration
policies the Japanese government should pursue in the coming years.

Historically, the Japanese government has not paid enough attention to
foreign residents and has avoided dealing with the issue of immigrant integration. On
the other hand, local governments have acknowledged foreign residents as part of their
community and gradual progress has been made since the 1970s. In those undertakings
the keyword is “tabunka kyosei” or multicultural coliving. Thus there has been a sharp
contrast between the policies of local governments and those of the national government.

The Japanese government should establish a law for the formation of a multicultural
society in order to lay out the basic principles for social integration. It also needs to establish
an organ that will integrate and co-ordinate policies on foreign residents of different ministries.
Specific policy measures are also needed in various areas. Reform of school education is particularly

important.
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