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Foreigner’s Policy Reform in Japan and

New Prospects for Economic Integration in

East Asia
On a Basis of Both Immigration Policy and Integration Policy

IGUCHI Yasushi

Kwansei Gakuin University

Key-word: multicultural-coexistence, institutional infrastructure, circular migration

The aim of this lecture is 1) to investigate foreigner’s policy reform at national level since
autumn 2006, 2) to analyze developments of industry, employment and inflow of foreigners and
to identify directions of creating institutional infrastructure for multicultural coexistence at local
level and 3) to explore possibilities of economic integration at regional level. Main conclusions
are the following, First, although a consensus has been achieved between Ministry of Justice and
Ministry of Internal Affairs on the amendment of Immigration Control and Refugees Recognition
Act as well as Basic Register of Inhabitants Act, inter-ministerial coordination is not yet sufficient
and the mechanism of examining rights and obligations of foreign inhabitants at the occasion of
renewing or extending status of residence is incomplete. Second, initiatives for reform of foreigner’s
policy stem from local government that is experiencing rapid increase of foreign inhabitants, which
supports increase in “on-shore” production of Japanese industry. However, compliance of enterprises
concerning employment, wages and social security of foreigners is still low and opportunities to
learn Japanese language for foreign adults and children are not guaranteed yet. Therefore, Japan
should target at creating a new foreigner’s policy which should compensate disadvantages of the
present “Anglo-Saxon” type system and take advantages of the “Continental European” type system.
Third, based upon such reforms, Japan should take initiatives for “circular migration” in Asia, which
may realize mutually beneficial relationship between both sending and receiving countries and

which may enable real reconciliation over generations among such countries.

BREGRITE QLS

29



