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International Divorce and Parenting
Practice of Filipina Single Mothers
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This paper focuses on Filipino women who are divorced from their Japanese husbands
and raise their children as single parents. It examines the child-rearing experience of the
migrant women's ‘Long-Term Resident’ status, which expect them to continue to seek a
reproductive role for the next generation after their divorce. First, it was found that before
the divorce, migrant women had difficulty in accessing public support and were unable to
obtain the cooperation of their Japanese family members to raise their children, therefore
they began to raise their children on their own. Also, after the divorce, they became
single parents and obtained a legally stable ‘Long-Term Resident’ status, and had to take
on the role of breadwinner and care work labour at the same time, eventually returning
to nightclub hostess to raise their children. Since this status required raising children in
Japan and migrant women wanted to provide education for children in Japan, they brought
women family member from the Philippines to care for children. Migrant women formed
informal networks that connected them through the “mother” role in their re-employment at
a Philippine Pub and children’ schooling, and it was revealed that their parenting practices
were supported by that network. I pointed out that parenting practices under ‘Long-Term
Resident’ status take place primarily in the informal network where gender and ethnicity
intersect, reinforcing the gender roles of migrant women. Finally, it was noted that the
emergence of women's transnational migration in kinship ties for child rearing between

Japan and the Philippines as an issue in the future.
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