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Negotiation Between Mothers and
Daughters Over Control of the Second

Generation’s Sexuality:
A Case Study of Filipino Immigrants in Japan

MIURA AklkO Chukyo University

Key Words: control of sexuality, reference group, network

This study describes negotiation between mothers and daughters over control of the
second generation’s sexuality, through a case study of Filipino immigrants in Japan. Filipino
mothers try to strictly control their daughters’ sexuality by making frequent phone calls to
check their whereabouts, checking their clothes, and restricting their daughters’ behavior.
There are three reasons why they do this. First, mothers refer to the strict sexual norms of
the Philippines, a Catholic nation. Second, mothers want to avoid teenage pregnancy, which
is thought of negatively in the Filipino ethnic community and among the mothers’ relatives.
Third, mothers are worried that their daughters may be viewed as sexually unrestrained
Filipino entertainers, a stereotype that is deeply rooted in Japanese society.

The daughters clashed and negotiated with their mothers. The daughters’ patterns
of reaction differed depending on their reference group and degree of familiarity with
Filipino culture. Those who had a more obedient peer group and were familiar with Filipino
culture understood the purpose of their mothers’ attempts to control their sexuality. In
contrast, those young women whose peer groups enjoy night life tended to resist the
control. However, each individual is influenced by multiple reference groups. The daughters
interviewed in this study have been friends from childhood, and this peer group also
influenced their reactions to their mothers’™ control. In addition, the intergenerational closed
network established between mothers and daughters encouraged daughters to observe
sexual norms. Mothers kept their eyes not only on their own daughter(s) but also on their
friends’ daughters, and they sometimes stepped in to mediate when there were tensions

between mother and daughter.
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