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WFHFRIC 2012 4EDIRE, A—ARTYTIZELEELT, YL —3TR=a2a—I—=F U, £V FRY
T ETHEFIMTEB Y BB, 2011,2016), BRI L OBIIH 2 75882 D 1213,
RER BRI FABAKE MO ENOBEOB A Z A72IZ) I E S 29 72, Tz, KBER K
EAEDEL UBEIEBAEEOER DO KE W0, BALIGEESLST L OEIENS LTRSS
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NPT WZRERHEE, AR EICS T, HASCEROBE»NZIRNR, BAR D 5 \WIZERIHE O
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(2008) |2 & A EHEGHIOFLA R L7 DTOEIHTIX, I—F4 Y I THLPE o744
MREFIIGIE L AR 2 s, AT F 57 1 7O ORREE b L ICBEERER L 722
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Transboundary Migration from 2011
Fukushima Nuclear Disaster:

Focus on Migrants’ Conflicts and Narratives

WAKAMATSU Ryota

Monash University
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This paper focuses on the compelling narratives of migrants who left Japan since the 2011
Fukushima nuclear disaster and explores the motivation and the process of the migration
from the disaster-affected areas. The reasons for migration are explained by several case
studies on internal migrants from the contaminated areas like avoidance of radiation
exposure and precaution against health damage. These reasons seem to be relevant to
migrants overseas but do not necessarily explain their transboundary migration, because
there are less contaminated areas within Japan. Drawing on a thematic analysis of narratives
of 36 migrants who moved to Australia, Malaysia, New Zealand, Germany and Indonesia,
I argue that one of the central reasons for transboundary migration is feeling of distrust
that the migrants have had since facing conflicts with Japanese society over environmental
risks and responses to radiation. The migrants’ narratives also imply that these conflicts
were directly triggered by the nuclear disaster but also grounded on a wide gap over
gender role expectations between sexes and generations in Japanese society. Therefore, the

transboundary migration after the disaster is ascribed to Japanese social constructions.
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