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FZAVCESON7ZBLC, BHABNDERREICNT DA T 4 7ZEDL D ICERSETCE
TeDHVEEIET %, fERN'OSAIE, BAKNIFERRIES ENSBEORFEZZIIDD, FEEIIC
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LL, Znbid, HADERSGISMAL, HREBOEZEMNLEHZLIHIITETD, R
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The Japanese Government’s Approaches
for Protecting Refugees Prior to Joining
the Refugee Convention:

An Analysis of the Political Processes

TSUCHIDA Chiaki  The University of Tokyo

Key Words: refugee, political process, constructivism

According to previous research, Japan’s substantive involvement with refugee protection
started with the acceptance of Indochinese refugees, and it developed over time under
pressures of western democratic powers until Japan joined the Convention Relating to the
Status of Refugees and its Protocol. However, even earlier than signing it, there were some
proactive aspects on refugee protection in Japan. Since 1953, the principle of non-extradition
of political offenders had been the only legal basis for asylum claims. As the Diet Records
also show, the Japanese government discussed the accession to the Refugee Convention
already in 1962. Refugee protection also became a matter of discussion when the treatment
of political offenders was placed on the government’'s agenda. Additionally, from 1969, the
Japan Socialist Party occasionally proposed the bills regarding refugee protection. Focusing
on all these national political processes is therefore highly relevant and informative.

This research will analyze how the Japanese government transformed its ideas and
attitudes regarding refugee protection throughout the 30-year period. It shows how Japan
reacted to both changing international political affairs and national circumstances. It also
exemplifies that the Japanese government built up its own unique ideas and policies, and
how these relate to both international refugee protection norms as well as domestic national

interests.
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