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‘Multicultural Symbiosis’ Policy Choices
by Japanese Local Governments:

Examining the Influence of Local Chief Executive, Local
Legislators and Their Party Affiliation
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factors

Since there is no consistent national level social integration policy for foreign residents,
Japanese local governments have been responsible for supporting them. There are abundant
previous studies on ‘Multicultural Symbiosis’ policies of local governments. In the first place,
however, there have been few studies that quantitatively elucidate the reasons why such
‘Multicultural Symbiosis’ policies are being taken by local governments.

The purpose of this study is to clarify the factors that influence the choice of ‘Multicultural
Symbiosis’ policies in Japanese local governments. This study focuses on the influence of
political factors such as the behavior of local chief executive and local legislators and their
party affiliation on ‘Multicultural Symbiosis’ policies. Our analyses of the survey data on
‘Multicultural Symbiosis’ policies in local governments found that the presence of local chief
executive supported by the Liberal Democratic Party, and the actions of the chief executive
and local assembly members have a significant impact on the implementation of some
‘Multicultural Symbiosis’ policies. In particular, it is suggested that whether or not there is an
active chief executive in setting ‘Multicultural Symbiosis’ policies as an agenda is important

for the enhancement of ‘Multicultural Symbiosis” policies.
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