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The significance of the amendment of the Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition
Act in Japan in December 2018 can be evaluated in different ways. The question is whether or
not Japan's immigration regime is currently undergoing historical transformation and, if true,
what are the grounds on which this stand is justified. By examining the trajectories of Japan's
immigration control policy and related discourse, this article provides a critical review of the
amendment from a historical perspective. In particular, it proposes an analysis of changes
and continuities of Japan's immigration control regimes. This article also discusses the recent
institutional reforms of the nation’s immigration agency, which could serve as a policy-making

organization.
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