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The new Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act came into effect on April
1, 2019, and the acceptance of foreigners with specific skills has begun. The author has
strong doubts about the extent to which Japanese companies need special skills foreigners.
However, as the acceptance of foreigners with this new status of residence begins, local
governments and various industries are seeking ways to accept them in ways never before
possible. Although it has not been a year since the start, there is a big gap between the local
governments working on it and those who are not interested at all. In the future, the author
predicts that: This difference will be a watershed. It will also be a starting point for thinking
about the state of the country and regions when considering Japan as a whole. In this paper,
the author would like to characterize the way of accepting foreigners in Yokohama city as
a municipal government driven acdeptance model, Ibaraki prefecture as a local government
and industry association cooperation-led acceptance model and Hamamatsu city as a regional
comprehensive acceptance model, as three new acceptance patterns at the moment. In
addition, the author argues what the Japanese government must consider, even assuming

that there are differences in the acceptance of foreigners in local governments.
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