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With the beginning of the new century, those whose ways of living are limited by the
Japanese Nationality Act began to voice their opinions. The point in question is Section 1
of Article 11 of the present Nationality Act, that wholly inherits the former Nationality Act
under the Meiji constitution. This article automatically cancels the Japanese nationality of
those who voluntarily obtained a foreign nationality. “Former Japanese citizen” who received
the Nobel prize may be an extreme example, but people who have the potential of building
an excellent career abroad are losing their citizenship because of this article. There is also
the problem of hundreds of Japanese and Russian mixed race citizens born and raised in
Japan, losing their Japanese citizenship. In March, 2018, number of “former Japanese citizens”
filed suit on the unconstitutionality of Article 11, Section 1 of the Nationality Act.

On the question of multiple nationality, the government has been repeating its view that
they “need to look closely at the international trend and deepen the nation-level discussion
among the Japanese citizens.” Because many assume that multiple nationality is against the
law, society tends to see those with multiple nationality as themselves responsible for the
situation, and the discussion does not develop from the issue of nationality towards how
nations should shape their policy in a global age. Taking into account of the frequency of
movement of people between nations, we are perhaps at a point where we should discuss
the definition of citizens itself.

The aim of this paper firstly is to clarify that the Nationality Act itself contains an article
that inevitably generate multiple nationality, and to correct the notion of “multiple nationality
is illegal.” Secondly, while focusing on those who have lost their nationality, the paper seeks
to propose a constructive nation-level argument towards the answer to the question of

multiple nationality.
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