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In 2011, Korea introduced the revised Nationality Law which partially allow multiple
nationality. This is a drastic policy shift from formerly upheld single nationality principle.

With this revision, foreign citizens are no longer forced to give up their original nationality
if they vowed not to exercise it in Korea. The intended subjects are foreigners with
“exceptional talent”, “marriage migrants”, and “nationality restorers (overseas adoptees,
overseas Korean over 65 years of age)” etc. Three aspects are identified for the background
of this policy change about multiple nationality, 1) countermeasure for population drain in
the era of declining population, 2) economism that motivate the government to attract highly
competent foreign workers to improve international competitiveness, and 3) increasing the
level of inclusion policy by strengthening the ties between Korean society and immigrants to
Korea, or Korean emigrants to other countries. This trend of nationality policy is consistent
with the realistic immigration policy since the 2000s, or the intersection of the importance of

economic competitiveness and human rights.
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