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In order to strategically obtain high-level human resources from overseas, Japan
implemented the “300,000 International Students Plan” in 2008. “The 300,000 Plan” promotes
the settlement of international students with a comprehensive acceptance system that
supports them from the time before they enter Japan through their domestic job search
after graduation.

In order to reform the complicated college entrance examinations and enrollment
procedures, the Japanese government implemented a new system of examination and
admission, but these changes were largely unsuccessful. The new type of exam, rather, has
become more important for Japanese language school students and has greatly influenced
the methods of preparatory education for entrance into Japanese universities. This study
investigates the details and problems of the present conditions of Japanese language schools
from the viewpoint of preparatory education and enrollment guidance supporters. The
findings suggest that there is a demand for more customized support for individual needs
of international students at Japanese language schools that provides detailed guidance for
moving on to higher levels of education. However, general information regarding Japanese
schools’ overseas programs is limited to “Kokuji” by the Ministry of Justice. There remains
a challenge with respect to the dissemination of information on a variety of preparatory
education and enrollment guidelines concerning Japanese language schools and their

overseas programes.
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