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Local Government Support for the
Acceptance of Technical Intern Trainees

and ‘Multicultural Symbiosis’:
A Case Study of Kawaguchi, Saitama

YAMAGUCHI Rui

Hosei University

Key words: Technical Intern Training Program, local government, multicultural

symbiotic

The aims of this paper are 1) to clarify the backgrounds and factors that facilitated policy
for supporting technical interns at Kawaguchi, Saitama, and 2) to consider the efficacy,
apprehension and limit in applying the concept of Multicultural Symbiotic to Technical
Intern Training Program.

As for 1), casting industry, the main local industry of Kawaguchi, was a pioneer in
utilizing Technical Intern Training Program, and the Kawaguchi city has supported it from
the outset, for example by providing accommodations to the technical interns. In addition,
Kawaguchi is now giving priority to the policy for Multicultural Symbiotic to cope with
increasing foreigners. That is why Kawaguchi city makes use of ‘multicultural’ programs to
further support technical interns.

As for 2), as a result of this, the new dimension of technical trainees, so-called technical
trainees as “residents”, will come into the spotlight. Given that employers are now suffering
from a shortage of workers, employers and local governments may be able to secure
technical interns in the name of Multicultural Symbiotic. Meanwhile, technical interns are
taking root in the Japanese society. We should rethink the objectives of Technical Intern

Training Program.
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