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The main symposium, entitled “Towards a Grand Design in Japan's Immigration Policy:
Reexamining the Immigration Control Regime,” was held on the second day of the annual
conference of the Japan Association for Migration Policy Studies at Seijo University, May
27-28, 2017. The theme of the symposium reflected active policy developments and the
increasing number of international migrants living in Japan. As is well known, the Japanese
government has attempted to attract more foreign workers; meanwhile it has continued
to maintain a “no immigrant policy.” However, it is irrational to refuse to acknowledge the
reality that the sustained population inflows onto the islands make Japan an irreversible
multi-cultural society. The significance of immigration policies for Japan is self-evident as
they determine the relationship between Japan as the host society and migrants. In creating
more mutually beneficial relations between the two, key questions to ask are whether the
existing immigration control regime is adequate, and under what conditions the regime could
function effectively in accordance with other public policies. Such considerations should

become an integral part of designing a fair and comprehensive immigration policy in Japan.
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