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Thoughts on Multicultural Symbiosis
at the Time of a Disaster:

Based on Experiences of Our Relief Activities for Foreign
Residents Affected by the Kumamoto Earthquake

NAKASHIMA Shinichiro

Kumustaka: Association for Living Together with Migrants

Key Words: foreign sufferer, a shelter for non-Japanese residents, multicultural

symbiosis at the time of disaster

Not only Japanese but also many foreign nationals have suffered from Kumamoto
Earthquake of April, 2016. We, Kumustaka—Association for Living Together with Migrants,
launched emergency relief activities on April 15th, which was the next day of the main
earthquake occurrence. We have provided multilingual information on our web site, and we
also offered soup kitchen at the Kumamoto City International Center, which became a shelter
for non-Japanese residents.

Under these unexpected circumstances, it was almost impossible to rely on governmental
help. We have realized the significance of establishing an evacuation for foreign residents and
issues around it. Also the prompt and flexible correspondence among evacuees themselves
was important.

I report my thoughts about the way of multicultural symbiosis for foreign residents at the

time of disaster from these experiences.
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